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Dangers lurk for contractors who Add project owners to their liability insurance policies 

CPCU Society Webinar to Help Insurance Pros Navigate These Issues


MALVERN, Pa., July 30, 2010 –– Most project owners aren’t taking any chances these days when it comes to liability for work performed by contractors. Nearly all commercial contracts, especially those involving construction, now require contractors to add the project owners to their liability insurance policies as “additional insureds” in case the contractors do something that causes a loss.

But adding others to their policies may cause problems for contractors. Every insurance professional whose customers enter into contracts needs to be aware of the ramifications of granting additional insured status to third parties so they can properly advise their clients. A CPCU Society webinar in August will provide an excellent refresher for insurance professionals who work with commercial liability policies, and could help less-experienced professionals avoid customer dissatisfaction and possible litigation.

On Thursday, Aug. 12, the CPCU Society will present a webinar on “Additional Insureds –– Interaction with Insurance Policy Provisions.” The program will take place from 1 to 2:30 p.m. EDT. 

Independent insurance education consultant Jill Haynes Gidge, CPCU, CIC, CISR, CRIS, AAI, ACSR, AAM, AIT, CPIW, AIS, BSN, RN, founder of Insure-Ed, will present the program. Gidge, a former principal in an independent insurance agency, has more than 30 years of insurance industry experience and more than 14 years of teaching experience.

During the webinar, Gidge will discuss how waiver of subrogation works with Commercial General Liability (CGL) and Commercial Auto and Workers Compensation policies, and the types of “insureds” in these policies. She will describe how “Other Insurance” clauses in policies apply to additional insureds and requests for primary and non-contributory coverage. Attendees will learn why third parties request additional insured status and why adding an additional insured can cause problems. Gidge will also address limitations and exclusions in common additional insured endorsements in the CGL policy.

The cost for the webinar is $79 for CPCU Society members; $29 for new designees who have earned the CPCU designation since last fall; and $119 for nonmembers. The group rate is $295 for unlimited participants at one location.

CPCUs will be awarded 1.5 continuing professional development (CPD) units for attending the webinar.

Registration and detailed content descriptions are available on the CPCU Society’s website, www.cpcusociety.org, under “Professional Development.”

About the Society

The CPCU Society is a community of credentialed insurance professionals who promote excellence through ethical behavior and continuing education. The Society's nearly 28,000 members hold the Chartered Property Casualty Underwriter (CPCU®) designation, which requires passing eight rigorous undergraduate- and graduate- level examinations, meeting experience requirements, and agreeing to be bound by a strict code of professional ethics. The CPCU designation is conferred by the American Institute for CPCU. 
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