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take steps now to protect your family from disasters, Former Katrina Task Force commander urges

CPCU Society’s Annual Meeting & Seminars Tackles Today’s Toughest Issues

DENVER, Colo., Aug. 30, 2009 –– As the CPCU Society’s 65th Annual Meeting and Seminars moved into its second day, attendees gained new insights on how to protect their families, finances and future in today’s world, where unpredictability and volatility are ever-present. They also heard critical technical, leadership and career advice from leading industry experts on a broad range of topics, from predicting Atlantic tropical storms to avoiding legal quagmires.

The no-nonsense “Category 5 General” who commanded Task Force Katrina’s hurricane recovery efforts, Lt. Gen. Russel L. Honoré, U.S. Army (Ret.), delivered the Keynote Address on leadership and preparedness in the 21st century. Honoré urged his listeners to make sure that their families, employees and clients are prepared before a disaster strikes. “For every dollar you spend in prevention and preparedness, you save nine dollars in response,” he estimated.

Everyone should have an evacuation plan, a three-day supply of food and a weather radio, he said. He also challenged the insurance industry to take a leadership role in developing programs and technology to save people’s lives and to save money.
Industry’s Dynamic Duo Discuss Evolution of Today’s CGL
At one of the first seminars of the day, “Tips, Tricks and Traps of the CGL,” Donald S. Malecki, CPCU, and R. Brian Tilden, CPCU, CLU, CIC, took a quick look at the pre-1986 commercial general liability (CGL) policy and then tracked the history of CGL changes since 1986. Weaving in personal anecdotes and real-world examples, Malecki and Tilden discussed how the evolving CGL policy and its endorsements continue to meet emerging societal, technological and environmental issues, among others. This session, spiked with to-the-point questions from the audience, was the perfect blend of insight and practical help into understanding changing CGL coverages and applicable case law.

Mock Trial Focuses on Certificates of Insurance
Also on Sunday morning, the 2009 edition of the popular Mock Trial focused on the complex legal issues and troubles that can arise out of the issuance of a seemingly simple document, a certificate of insurance, and a not-so-simple one, an additional insured endorsement. The courtroom drama provided attendees with “an understanding of the process of the certificate of insurance and how to issue the certificates that an insurance company will approve – and how not to issue certificates,” said Stanley L. Lipshultz, CPCU, J.D., a consultant and expert witness who served as moderator.
Hurricane Forecaster Offers Insights on Latest Predictions
One of the country’s foremost tropical storm experts – Phil Klotzbach, Ph.D., a research scientist with Colorado State University’s Tropical Meteorology Project – provided an overview of key historical data and the program’s updated 2009 Atlantic seasonal hurricane forecast. Speaking at the Reinsurance Interest Group Luncheon, Klotzbach described this year’s hurricane season as “about average” so far. “We’ve had four named storms, one hurricane and one major hurricane – the major hurricane being Hurricane Bill. Our final forecast was for 10 named storms, four hurricanes and two major hurricanes. So right now, our forecast looks pretty good,” he said. He also discussed the university’s new 15-day forecasts for Atlantic hurricane activities, which debuted in early August.
Monday’s General Session will feature a dynamic panel discussion on the insurance industry’s changing demographics and workplace relationships, followed by a full day of technical, leadership and career development seminars. Complete program descriptions are available on the Society’s Web site, www.cpcusociety.org.
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